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Métaphore et image
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On ne peut pas réfuter une méta-
phore, alors qu’on peut toujours 
réfuter une similitude
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&'!%,5*%%$%*!'$!J+#$a#*%!'0!/&0E
)"6!(P!'$!#$.&#*%!d!&'!%*.$*!!3!
(,!/)0!#$.&#*%!;)/1+'$(!,$'!
;)/1)%#$0'! J#$0#%0*2,'! 2,*!
$-#!#,;,$!32,*8#&'$0!(#$%!&'!
/)0!J+#$a#*%B

6B! R$! ~#>Y37! &#$.,'! (,!
_).)7! &'! $)/!2,*! (3%*.$'! &'!
&*H8+'! 1',0! (3%*.$'+! /30#D
1=)+*2,'/'$0! ,$'! 1'+%)$$'!
+,%3'!j! 1),+! .#+('+! &'! %'$%7!
&'! J+#$a#*%! ()*0! 0+#(,*+'! 1#+!
x!+'$#+(!yB

Le symbole ne peut pas être 
compris sans l’image.
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"#$%(7*(!"&14*(/$('P+2Q&*(/*(%0(/*$B,Q'*(:*&2$7!O3.,Y!3;+*0!d
x!G-R%13+#$;'!'%0!,$'!1'0*0'!!!&&'!('!+*'$!(,!0),0B
k,*! '%0! 8'$,'! #,! /)$('! &'! N),+! ('! V)à&! ('! &-#$$3'!
('+$*H+'B
k,*!N),'!'$;)+'!#8';!&'!>)$=)//'!]#$8*'+B
h8';!%'%!1'0*0%!%#1*$%!'$!>)*%!(-h&&'/#.$'!;),8'+0%!('!.*D
8+'!1'*$0B!y

^$! $'! 1',0! 1#%! ;)/1+'$(+'! ;'! 0'I0'! %#$%! %'! +'1+3%'$0'+!
;)$;+H0'/'$0!&#!1'0*0'!!!&&'B!x!O'0*0'!!!&&'!y!$-'%0!1#%!*;*!,$'!/3D
0#1=)+'7! ;-'%0! ,$! %Y/>)&'B!^$! $'! 1',0! 1#%! +'%0'+! 9! &-*$03+*',+!
(,! &#$.#.'!j! &'! +';),+%!9! &-*/#.*$#0*)$!'%0!$3;'%%#*+'B!G'! 0'I0'!
('!O3.,Y! J)$;0*)$$'!;)//'! &'! 0#>&'#,!('!O,8*%!('!\=#8#$$'!
2,*!+'1+3%'$0'!&-'%13+#$;'!%),%!&'%!0+#*0%!(-,$'!1'0*0'!!!&&'B!"-,$!
/)('!(-'I1+'%%*)$!9!&-#,0+'7!&#!%*.$*!!;#0*)$!'%0!;)$%'+83'7!;)/D
/'!'&&'!&'!%'+#*0!%*!)$!0+#(,*%#*0!(-,$'!&#$.,'!(#$%!,$'!#,0+'B

Dans l’Ancien Testament

G#!<*>&'!=3>+#L2,'!1#+&'!('!"*',!1#+!('%!/30#1=)+'%7!('!
8+#*'%!/30#1=)+'%7!2,*!/'00'$0!'$!N',!&'%!%*.$*!!3%!('%!/)0%!('!

&#!&#$.,'7!'0!$)$!&'%!*/#.'%!2,*!1),++#*'$0!
&',+!P0+'!#%%);*3'%B!G'%!*/#.'%!%)$0!>#$$*'%!
1#+!&'!"3;#&).,'!j!*&!J#,0!1),8)*+!1#+&'+!('!
"*',! %#$%! J#*+'! #11'&! 9! &#! +'1+3%'$0#0*)$!

/'$0#&'!(-,$'!*/#.'B!G'%!/)0%!2,*!1#+&'$0!('!"*',!.#+('$0!&',+!
%*.$*!!37!/#*%! *&%! %)$0! (31),*&&3%! ('! 0),0'! +'&#0*)$! +3J3+'$0*'&&'!
#,I!)>N'0%!2,-*&%!(3%*.$'$0!=#>*0,'&&'/'$0!d! *&%! +3JH+'$0! 9!"*',!
%',&B

G'!/)0!2+"$&7!2,*!%'+0!9!(3%*.$'+!=#>*0,'&&'/'$0!,$!+);='+7!
$'! +'$8)*'! 1&,%! 9! &-*/#.'! (-,$! +);='+! 2,#$(7! (#$%! &'! 1%#,/'!
Eo7! *&! %-#11&*2,'! 9!"*',B! G'! %*.$*!!3! (,!/)0! 2+"$&7! '$! =3>+',7!
;)$0*'$0!&-*(3'!(-#>+*7!('!1+)0';0*)$7!2,-)$!$'!+'0+),8'!1#%!(#$%!
&'!%*.$*!!3!(,!/)0!J+#$a#*%!&"14*+B!G#!0+#(,;0*)$!(#$%!,$'!&#$.,'!
#,0+'!2,'!&-=3>+',!$-'%0!1)%%*>&'!2,'!%*!)$!%'!J)+/'!(#$%!&-'%1+*0!
&#!+'1+3%'$0#0*)$!;)$;+H0'!(-,$!+);='+!d!*&!J#,0!#>#$()$$'+!&#!/3D
0#1=)+'!1),+!&#!+'/1&#;'+!1#+!,$!%Y/>)&'B!Q#*%7!2,#$(!&'!%*.$*D
!!3!#,+#!303! +'/1&#;3!1#+! &-*/#.'!%Y/>)&*2,'7! 0),0'! 0+#(,;0*)$!
('8*'$(+#!1)%%*>&'7!1,*%2,-*&!%,J!!+#!('!;)$%'+8'+!&-*/#.'!'0!('!
0+),8'+!(#$%!&#!&#$.,'!;*>&'!,$!/)0!2,*!(3%*.$'+#!;'00'!*/#.'B

Les mots qui parlent de Dieu ré-
fèrent à Dieu seul.
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\-'%0!&'!1#%%#.'!#,!.+';7!(#$%!&#!0+#(,;0*)$!('%!c'10#$0'7!
2,*!>),&'8'+%'! &#! %0+,;0,+'!%3/#$0*2,'!('! &-h$;*'$!_'%0#/'$0B!
],%2,'D&97! &'!G*8+'!$'!%-#(+'%%#*0!2,-#,!1',1&'!2,*!#!1),+! &#$D
.,'!&-=3>+',B!G'!+'/1&#;'/'$0!('%!%0+,;0,+'%!/30#1=)+*2,'%!1#+!
('%! %0+,;0,+'%! %Y/>)&*2,'%! J#*0! ('! &#!<*>&'! ,$! &*8+'! ,$*8'+%'&7!
2,-)$!1',0!&*+'!(#$%!0),0'%!&'%!&#$.,'%B!R$!/P/'!0'/1%7!*&!)>&*.'!
&-*/#.*$#0*)$!('!&-#,(*0',+!),!(,!&';0',+!9!3&#>)+'+!('%!+'1+3%'$D
0#0*)$%! ;)$;+H0'%B!G'%!1+'/*'+%! ;=+30*'$%!1#+0#.'#*'$0! #8';! &'%!
N,*J%!&-,%#.'!('!&#!<*>&'!.+';2,'B!G#!%31#+#0*)$!1+).+'%%*8'!'$0+'!
N,(#L%/'!'0!;=+*%0*#$*%/'!0+),8'!%)$!#>),0*%%'/'$0!(#$%!&#!(3;*D
%*)$!('%!+#>>*$%!(-'I;&,+'!&'!0'I0'!.+';!('%!c'10#$0'!('!&-,%#.'!
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Dans le Nouveau Testament

G-*$0'+1+30#0*)$!('%!1#+#>)&'%!*/1)%'!2,-)$!%'!+'1+3%'$0'!
;'!2,*!'%0! +#;)$03!d!;-'%0!,$'!=*%0)*+'!2,-)$!1),++#! +#;)$0'+!'$!
$-*/1)+0'!2,'&&'! &#$.,'B!G#!1+3(*;#0*)$!('!]3%,%!'%0!()$;!,$*D
8'+%'&&'B!Q#*%! &'! V),8'#,! _'%0#/'$0! $-38*0'! 1#%! 0),N),+%! &'%!
/30#1=)+'%B! \'+0#*$'%! 'I1+'%%*)$%! ('! ]'#$! ),! ('! O#,&! $'! %'!
;)/1+'$$'$0!2,-'$!.+';7!'0!&'%!0+#$%1)%*0*)$%!(#$%!(-#,0+'%!&#$D
.,'%! &'%! (30),+$'$0! ('! &',+! %*.$*!!;#0*)$! ),! 0),0! #,!/)*$%! &'%!
#JJ#*>&*%%'$0B

G-38#$.*&'!('!]'#$!%-),8+'!%,+!,$'!/30#1=)+'7!4"(%")"+fB!
\-'%0! ,$'! /30#1=)+'! %#$%! */#.'!d! )$! $'! %'! +'1+3%'$0'! 1#%! &'!
%")"+B! :&!3;=#11'!#*$%*!9! 0),0'!+'1+3%'$0#0*)$!;)$;+H0'7! N,%2,-9!
&-:$;#+$#0*)$B!G'!&#0*$!('!&#!i,&.#0'!0+#$%1)%'!'$!:*&5$'7!;'!2,*!
$-#!1#%!&'!/P/'!%*.$*!!3B!7")"+!(*0!&#!1#+)&'7!&'!(*%;),+%7!&#!+#*D
%)$7!#&)+%!2,'!:*&5$'!$'!%*.$*!!'!2,'!&'!/)0B!G'%!1+'/*'+%!/)0%!
('!&-38#$.*&'!('!]'#$!1)%'$0!'$!.+';!&#!+'&#0*)$!('!&#!J)*!'0!('!&#!
+#*%)$7!(-,$'!/#$*H+'!*$0+#(,*%*>&'!'$!&#0*$B!G#!0+#(,;0*)$!J+#$D
a#*%'!'%0!'$;)+'!1&,%!1#,8+'!d!&'!:*&5*7!2,*!$-'%0!1&,%!1),+!$),%!
2,-,$'!;#03.)+*'!.+#//#0*;#&'7!$-#!1&,%!+*'$!9!8)*+!#8';!&'!%"E
)"+B!^$!/'0!,$'!/#N,%;,&'7!)$!J#*0!('!L*&5*!,$!$)/!1+)1+'!d!%',&!
&'!;)//'$0#*+'!1'+/'0!('!+'0+),8'+!1',!),!1+),!&#!%*.$*!!;#0*)$!
(,!0'I0'!.+';!)+*.*$#&B

G-R%1+*0Dc#*$0! '%0! (3%*.$3! 1#+! &#! /30#1=)+'! (,! %),J"!'7!
#6*$'07!2,*!;)$0*'$0!&'%!*(3'%!('!/),8'/'$07!('!J)+;'7!('!(Y$#D
/*%/'7!&'!1&,%!%),8'$0!1'+(,'%!1#+!&'%!0+#(,;0*)$%B!"'!/P/'7!&'%!

oB!O6(0&14Q(Q6(4"(%")"+!d!h,!
1+*$;*1'! 30#*0! &'! &).)%! ?]$!
E7EFB
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0+#(,;0',+%!)$0!>*'$!(,!/#&!9!;)$%'+8'+!&-)11)%*0*)$!1#,&*$*'$$'!
('! +0&B! '0! ('! +g'07! ;)//'! *&%! ;)$J)$('$0! 1#+J)*%!#6*$'0! '0!
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2,'!;'!/)0!1',0!%*.$*!!'+!('!(3.+#(#$0B!^$!$'!1',0!1#%!;)$J)$(+'!
+0&B!#8';!+g'07!&'!;)+1%B

G'!%'$%!('%!/)0%!#11#+0*'$0!9!,$'! &#$.,'!()$$3'7!;'!2,*!
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0'/'$0!&-*/#.'!)JJ'+0'!1#+!&'!0'I0'B

:&! '%0! %,+1+'$#$0! 2,-)$! ;)$0*$,'! 9! 1#+&'+! '$! J+#$a#*%! ('!
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'%0!*;*!(#$%!&'!%Y/>)&'7!'0!$)$!(#$%!&#!/30#1=)+'B

:&!$-Y!#!1#%!(-*/#.'!(#$%!&#!8+#*'!/30#1=)+'B!_),0!#,!1&,%!
,$'!*/#.'!8*+0,'&&'B!O),+!0+),8'+!&-*/#.'7!*&!J#,0!#++P0'+!&'!(YD
$#/*%/'!('!&#!1#+)&'B!G-*/#.'!$-'%0!1#%!(#$%!&#!/30#1=)+'7!'&&'!

'%0! (#$%! &'! ;)//'$0#*+'!('! &#!/30#1=)+'7!
(#$%! &#!/3(*0#0*)$! %,+! &#!/30#1=)+'7!(#$%!
&#!+P8'+*'!%,+!&#!/30#1=)+'B!h*$%*7!&#!/30#D
1=)+'! $-*/1)%'! 1#%! &-*/#.'!j! 0),0! #,! 1&,%!
1',0D'&&'!&#!%,..3+'+7!'$!()$$'+!&#!1)%%*>*D

&*037!'$!0),0'!&*>'+03B!O),+!)>&*.'+!9!1#%%'+!1#+!&-*/#.'7!'&&'!()*0!
%'!0+#$%J)+/'+!'$!%Y/>)&'B

G'!N,(#L%/'7!1#+!;+#*$0'!('!&-*()&`0+*'7!%'!/3!!#*0!('%!*/#D
.'%!'0!('!0),0'!+'1+3%'$0#0*)$!;)$;+H0'!('!&#!(*8*$*03!d!*&!1+3J3+#*0!
&'%!/30#1=)+'%! #,I! %Y/>)&'%B!G#! 0+#(*0*)$! ;=+30*'$$'7! 1+'$#$0!
#;0'!('!&-:$;#+$#0*)$!'0!('!&#!/#$*J'%0#0*)$!;)$;+H0'!('!&#!(*8*D
$*03!2,-'&&'!;)$%0*0,'7!+';)$$#Z0!&#!&3.*0*/*03!('!&#!+'1+3%'$0#0*)$!
1#+! &-*/#.'B!R&&'! 8#! N,%2,-9! 1+)1)%'+! ,$'! &';0,+'! ('! &-h$;*'$!
_'%0#/'$0! J)$(3'! %,+! &#! +';='+;='! ('! %Y/>)&'%7! ('! x!!!.,+#D

CB!i)*+!1#+!'I'/1&'!'$!E!\)!
Ep7!ApDp5B

E5B! Q0! 4E7q4! '0! E! O! 47rD6B!
h*$%*! '$! R1=! 4745!d! x!G#!
;)$%0+,;0*)$! 2,'! 8),%! P0'%!
#! 1),+! J)$(#0*)$%! &'%! #1XD
0+'%!'0! &'%!1+)1=H0'%7!'0!1),+!
1*'++'!(-#$.&'!&'!\=+*%0!]3%,%!
&,*D/P/'!yB

L’image n’est pas dans la méta-
phore, elle est dans le commen-
taire de la métaphore.
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